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Chair’s Annual Report 
 
Chairman's Report to Seascale Parish Council Annual Meeting May 2020 
This has been my first year as Chair and I have certainly found it more challenging than I had an-
ticipated, even before the Cover 19 virus erupted. I owe a debt of gratitude to my fellow Council-
lors, without whose guidance and support I would have floundered. For a small Parish Council 
Seascale has a disproportionately large number of assets to manage and there is an awful lot of 
work that goes on behind the scenes that largely goes un-noticed and I would like to express my 
appreciation for the Councillor's efforts. 
 
After a period of delay caused by legal complications, we finally completed the transfer of the Li-
brary on 09 August 2019. In the initial 7 months of being open we have established a team of 28 
volunteers who have managed the smooth transition to the Library Link while maintaining a high 
level of service to users and secured a vital asset for the community which we would otherwise 
have lost. Particular thanks are due to the members of the management group who act as a vital 
link with the Parish Council. Going forward, we have ambitious plans for the development of the 
building as a Community Hub. We are also in the throes of establishing a separate 
Charity for the Library Link. 
 
Just before the coronavirus 'lockdown' we had commissioned equipment for a revamped 
Coniston Avenue play area, aimed more at younger children to complete the Beach Front park. 
This was funded by compensatory funding received from LLWR, for which we are grateful, and is 
a further indication of the commitment to the Parish Council to build upon and improve the solid 
asset base we already maintain. An event of note during the year was the Coast 2 Coast chal-
lenge held in June that brought a large number of visitors into the village. Thanks are due to John 
McElroy, 
the Sports Hal committee and their team of volunteers for making this possible. Hopefully the 
event will re-establish itself once the current crisis is over. Without doubt the greatest challenge 
we have faced is the Covid 19 crisis. This forced the closure of the Sports Hall, Library and Beach 
Play Area in line with Government advice, The village has risen to this challenge in the most posi-
tive way possible, In particular, I would like to acknowledge the work of Gemma Goulding and 
Dawn Pennington in setting up the Seascale Covid 19 Support Group, Ros Allam in keeping it go-
ing and most importantly the 60+ volunteers who have come forward to help by delivering pre-
scriptions and shopping to people who are self-isolating or shielding. Their response has been 
magnificent and demonstrates that a strong community ethos continues to thrive in our village. 
 
Finally I would like to give particular Thanks to the Clerk/ RFO Jill Bush, whose tireless efforts 
have kept the Parish Council functioning effectively in the face of some very difficult circum-
stances. 
 



 

Finance & General Purposes Working Group Report  
 
The RFO continues to maintain accuracy and detail of the financial information to the Council. 
Figures produced for the precept calculation were submitted for consideration and subsequently 
agreed a 3% precept increase. End of year figures show a -3.2% variation. This is in part due to 
the contested May election costs of £1,108.78 and the additional cost of the external audit, due 
to a parishioner raising questions the viability of the financial management and whether it was 
following procedure. The external auditor was satisfied with the SPC answers and evidence 
supplied, much of this was already available in the full council minutes.  
 
Additional energy costs have occurred in the energy usage to the Sports Hall and the usage 
monitored. Since the Covid-19 lockdown and the closure of this amenity the usage has 
considerably reduced, subsequently ruling out the probability of faulty meters. The cost of 
running the storage heaters will need to be assessed, as it is considerable and if continued 
unchanged will result in a year on year precept overspend. Daytime heating usage will also need 
to be carefully assessed by the Sports Hall committee, as it is unfair to expect the PC to pick up 
the cost of something it has no control over. 
 
The closing cashbook balance at 31 March 2020 is £82,635.10. We are carrying forward a surplus 
of £27,636.90 for the year. This is largely due to receipt of LLWR and Sellafield/Avison Young 
monies. The surplus will be used to upgrade the Coniston Avenue playing field/play area and as 
contingency towards the running costs of the library for the first year, until we establish what 
these are, and also towards capital expenditure for reconfiguration of the building to create a 
community hub. The Council is taking on a significant commitment in retaining the library as a 
vital asset for the community and it is right that we should adopt a prudent approach to this 
undertaking.  
 
The independent internal audit takes place on June 1st and the external audit commences in 
September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Yearly Finance Report 

 
 
 
 



 

Report from Sports Hall 

We are in a very healthy position because usage has greatly increased, more parties and clubs but 
mainly because Sellafield have continued to use our facilities for CNConstabulary training every 
week all year. It provides us with a good buffer for the future as long as they continue to use us. 
 
 
 
 

Cricket/Bowls Pavilion Report 
 
Both clubs had a successful 2019 with the pavilion running smoothly as in previous years.  
 
Due to the unavailability of the school in 2019, the SRA field (for camping) and the pavilion (for 
bike storage) were used for the start of the annual Coast to Coast bike race. This proved to be 
enormously successful with the organisers and they were to repeat the arrangements this year 
but for the cancellation of the race due to the ongoing Coronavirus epidemic. 

 

 
 
 
 


