Minutes
of the
Seascale Parish Council Meeting
held on
Wednesday 6th June 2018
In the Methodist School Room Seascale
Present:
Chair

Cllr Brian Goulding

Councillors

Cllr Craig Ashton
Eileen Eastwood
Cllr Catherine Harvey-Chadwick
Cllr David Halliday
Cllr Ken Mawson
Cllr Liz Mawson

Clark/ RFO

Ms Jill Bush

Public

Ms Parsons
Mr Ritson
Mr Turner

The meeting was recorded for minuting purposes
ITEM
1.
Apologies
Cllr David Moore
Cllr Fiona Robinson has resigned due to family commitments. The Council understand and wish her the
all best
2.
2.1
2.2

Announcements from the Chair
Sellafield is arranging a beach clean. Shackless Off will be notified
The third CCTV covering the play area will be erected on Friday (8th). This news has been put on the
website along with the notification if dog owners fail to clear up after their dogs or fail to control their
dogs (there have been reports of dogs attacking members of the public) the dogs controller will be
informed.

3.

Presentation from Copeland Community Housing Fund
Ms Rose Lord from ACTion with Communities in Cumbria gave a very interesting presentation on the way
it is offering support and help to local councils in providing affordable housing (rent/rent-buy/buy) to
local people throughout Cumbria. Particularly in areas where 2nd home buyers are pricing locals out of
the housing market.
The Parish Council cordially thanked Ms Lord for the presentation and the positive work her organization
does in Cumbria. For further details of the presentation please see Annex 1 at the end of the minutes.

4.

Declarations of Interest by Councillors in respect of Agenda items
None

5.

Minutes of the previous meeting of 4th April 2018
Proposed Cllr Ashton and seconded Cllr L Mawson
No matters arising
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6.

Report from County Councillor Paul Turner
The speed camera discussion is still ongoing. Speeding surveys conducted showed the speeding through
Holmrook was comparable with Seascale, particularly into the village, from the Co-op down to the rail
station and past the school. It is acknowledged there is a traffic problem in Seascale. However, the
parking issues are worse in Gosforth and the other villages nearby. It is also acknowledged that traffic
problems are Sellafield related. Cllr Turner is submitting pressure to have the problems in Seascale and
Gosforth created by Sellafield traffic, acknowledged and properly addressed. Whilst Sellafield
acknowledge there is a problem, what they implemented is not working. It is hoped to have a cross party
meeting involving all the relevant parties to fully deal with the problems the Sellafield traffic is causing to
all the surrounding villages.
Cllr Turner believes it should not be down to PC’s to apply enforcement and this includes funding speed
cameras. Why should PC’s be forced to use parishioner money on this, when Copeland BC receive £1.5m
community funding from Sellafield. Yet, parishes affected by the traffic problems and excessive traffic are
receiving no support.
The problem with static speed cameras is that regular road users know where they are and some slow
down going past them and then speed up once past them. The additional problem is that whilst a driver
may be exceeding the speed limit, to a pedestrian it can appear they are speeding when they are in fact
inside the speed limit.
A concern was raised by Council that some of the white lines had been replaced, but some had not. Cllr
Turner was able to confirm the programme was ongoing and that more were programmed in. Enquiries
into additional funding for an island/traffic lights at the A595 junction between Gosforth and Seascale,
especially with the opening of Viking Way is also underway.
It is not understood why wooden posts have been installed and removed. Cllr Turner believed it was
likely to be because they were blocking access to fields.

7.
7.1
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Public Participation
Ms Parsons asked if the PC have received the £6,000 from Morgan Sindall. The clerk confirmed the PC
received £5,000, as it was only for 5 months.
Asked if the PC have received the upfront payment of £7,500 from Sellafield yet. The clerk confirmed to
date, it had not.
Asked if the community beach park had been passed by a RoSPA inspector. Cllr L Mawson confirmed it
had. Further asked who the RoSPA was. Cllr Mawson confirmed it was carried out and passed by the
Director of a company based in Manchester. Cllr Goulding clarified a new build inspection must be
carried out by a senior inspector.
Asked if the inspection was of a community area or just the play park. Cllr L Mawson advised the
inspection covered the whole area, including the landscaping.
Asked if the PC would take precautions that equipment would be used safely and prevent children
running into traffic. CCTV was all very well, but it did not prevent. PC assured her, where there had
previously been fencing, this would be installed, once all the work has been completed.
Repeated complaints about the car park. The PC advised a motion has previously been passed, if the car
park was not on the agenda it would not be discussed. Ms Parsons became irate claiming for
transparency reasons it could. The clerk advised the PC is aware of transparency rules. There is no need
to keep repeating the same questions or asking variations of the same questions.
The language became increasingly irate and the PC were accused of having “no qualifications of any
kind”. Asked aggressively about the seating and bins in the community area. The PC again advised the
work was yet not complete.
The PC advised the allowed time had been exceeded and the meeting needed to move on. Ms Parsons
insisted she had not finished. The aggressive tone and language continued about the unfinished state of
the community area, disparaging remarks made about one of the Cllrs and the PC in general. When
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asked to cease, the request was disregarded. The clerk advised there were other members of the public
who would like to speak and invited Mr Ritson to the floor.

7.2 Mr Ritson raised a concern about the Dell Beck grille which is blocked with silt and dead grass
and when it did rain it would cause flooding. The PC agreed this should be cleared, as it was
covered under the open space contract. Payment of the open spaces contract invoice will be
withheld until this work and other work which has not been carried or carried out to a poor
standard has been carried out. Copeland BC to be contacted. Clerk to action. Actioned –
(update - Copeland BC open space contract are currently facing some challenges in terms of new teams
and a number of other issues relating to facilities, this has led to some alterations and changes and
hopefully we are now functioning in the correct manner. We will ensure the areas highlighted are
remedied as soon as possible)
Cllr Turner advised with regard to open space maintenance, some is the PC responsibility, some by
Copeland BC and some by the County. The PC have been advised Copeland has a programme of
maintenance work, which if not followed results in some areas being missed. However, there have been
areas of Seascale which have not been done (foreshore community area during refurbishment) and poor
standard of work, such as the BMX track and several verges around the village, therefore in theory the
open space programme should be ahead of schedule. The clerk will forward a copy of what the PC is
responsible for to Cllr Turner. He can enquire the responsibilities at county level and then it could be
assumed the remaining is the responsibility of Copeland. Clerk to action. Actioned
8.
8.1
8.2
8.3

9

Reports from the Councillors & Working Groups
No separate F&GB working group meetings. (Meetings will occur as and when required. It has been
agreed these would take place ½ hour before the full Council meeting.)
Cllr Eastwood advised if anything needs to be submitted to the newsletter please can this be done in the
next couple of days and it is hoped to get the draft to the printer by 2nd July.
Cllr K Mawson noted two of the litter bins inside the compound have not been emptied. Cllr L Mawson
will contact them.
To Consider any Planning Issues
• CH/4/18/2188/0F1 - Sellafield - Erection of internal fence
• CH/4/18/2194/0F1 - Seascale golf club - Covered driving bay
• CH/4/18/2207/0F1 - Listed Building - Internal & external refurbishment
• CH/4/18/2212/0F1 - Sellafield - Permanent planning 2 storey office accommodation

No objection
No objection
No objection
No objection

10
Finance
10.1 RFO balance of the reconciled May Cash Book Balances is £56,477.18 and the bank A/C’s closing balance
was £50,514.71. This was because there were £1,537.53 outstanding payments and £7,500.00
outstanding credits.
10.2 The Chair advised he had received a letter from Blood Bikes thanking the PC for the donation.
10.3 Payment requests approved. - Agreed by Council.
11
To Consider matters pertaining to Parish Assets
11.1 Foreshore Play Area
The fences are down in the foreshore play area and as proved very popular. The rockery is virtually
complete. Seating and bins are to be installed. Official opening will start at 11.00am on 30th June. Invites
will be sent out to Shackles Off, the Seascale Stompers and the Brownies.
11.2 Toilet Block Refurbishment
Substantial planning has been carried out by Ms Dawn Dennett in accessing the work which needs to be
carried out, arranging contractors to view the site and collating quotes for the work required. The PC
believe the monies it receives from Sellafield for community funding should be used for this project as
this is precisely what this funding is for, the benefit of the community and its visitors. A unanimous vote
in favour of this. Proposer Cllr Eastwood and seconder Cllr Ashton.
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Cllr L Mawson on behalf of the full council will contact Ms Dennett and advise the proposal unanimously
agreed by Council and to arrange with the contractors for work to commence.
Full details are at the end of the minutes. See Annex 2
The PC are aware Seascale ranks above many of the larger areas, not only for having the benefit of free
toilets but also clean toilets. The PC give full credit and thanks to Ms Dennett for maintaining the toilet
block cleanliness and the time and effort spent on this refurbishment project.
12
To consider matters relating to the Highway and Transport
12.1 Cllr K Mawson understands there are additional trains and to other destinations. Cllr Halliday noted not
all the trains stop at Seascale.
13
Correspondence
13.1 Rubbish at Coniston Avenue playing field and can the red dog bin be replaced an ordinary bin – there
used to be a standard black bin, which tended to emptied periodically by the locals. Cllr L Mawson to
action
13.2 Healthwatch Cumbria GDPR asking if the PC wanted to continue receiving information – to agree you the
link provided, however, this does not take you to the healthwatch site, but a promotional site and the
questions being asked were immaterial. The clerk advised against this as the original communication also
stated it would continue to send factual data. Agreed by Council
13.3 Lingmell Court rubbish update – large amount of rubbish removed from the woodland area and a fridge
removed from the front of a property. Other items outside the property were unlikely to attract vermin
and were not removed. The landlord has been billed for this. The case is closed, however, should there
be any further environmental matters to not hesitate to contact them.
13.4 Fly the Red Ensign – as last year. Hard copy was passed across to the flag officer
13.5 Library - A meeting in the library has been set for 21st June, time to be confirmed, possibly 7.00pm
13.6 Unkempt plot of land at the junction with the Banks and the Fairways – This land was privately owned
(details unknown) so it was likely it was this owner who organized the maintenance, it has recently been
sold, the details of the new owner are also unknown. Clerk to advise resident. Actioned
13.7 Water Plus has sent a bill for a car park and pub! At the same postcode it charges SPC for the toilet block
wastewater! Clerk to advise Water Plus and request a reassessment of the toilet block drainage cost as it
has natural drainage on three sides and only a small forecourt on the fourth side. It would appear Water
Plus have included a car park as part of the toilet block. It is hardly feasible for a village to build a toilet
requiring a 110-space car park. Clerk to action. Actioned
14
Urgent items raised by Councillors
14.1 Manhole cover near the Sports Hall. The surface water drain has been fixed, however, the foul drain has
not as the Water Company claim it is on private land. (update a private contractor has been brought in to
fix this as a birthday party had been booked and the smell was increasingly unpleasant – the invoice will
be presented to PC next month)
14.2 Fence by the Rail station has been knocked down, possibly by a vehicle reversing. British Rail to be
notified. Clerk to action, Actioned
14.3 Shackles Off want to adopt a station platform
14.4 Report of dog attacks, one person has been quite badly bitten. Notice with a map setting out where dogs
are restricted will be put up on the wishing well noticeboard.
14.5 Also details of where dogs must be kept on a lead. Anyone contravening either of these is covered under
Dogs Act Section 3. Evidence of a complaint which can be found on CCTV can be taken by the police. Ms
Parsons asked where the CCTV was being installed and was advised it would be erected on a post by the
toilet block and it was explained why that location and installation was chosen.
14.5 The foreshore lampposts are due to be repainted. This has been passed onto the amenities group to
organise.
15

Dates of forth coming Meeting
Full Meeting Wednesday 4th July
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