Minutes
of the
Seascale Parish Council Meeting
held on
Wednesday 5th July 2017
In the Methodist School Room Seascale
Present:
Chair
Councillors

Clark/ RFO
Public

Cllr Brian Goulding
Cllr David Ritson
Cllr Eileen Eastwood
Cllr David Halliday
Cllr Catherine Harvey-Chadwick
Cllr K Mawson
Cllr L Mawson
Cllr David Moore
Ms Jill Bush
Mr Mat Arnold
Mr Lee Fleet
Mr Franks Fleet
Mr B Harvey-Chadwick
Ms Brenda Parsons
Mr Martin Rigg
Mr Paul Turner

The meeting was recorded for minuting purposes
ITEM
1.
Apologies
Cllr Craig Ashton
2.

Announcements from the Chair
• Cllr Goulding has come out of retirement and is working part-time with a security company.
Subsequently, he has made a declaration of interest in this company and any relation with the Parish
Council
• Change in the agenda, planning issues will move after matter arising

3.

Declarations of Interest by Councillors in respect of Agenda items
Cllr Goulding - 8.1
Cllr K Mawson - 5.1
Cllr L Mawson - 5.1

4.

Minutes of the previous meeting of 5th July 2017
Minutes ratified and signed off
Matters arising
• 4.3 The interest in allotments to be linked with the ground clearance of the site
• 5.1/5.3 The person tipping cardboard has been reported to Copeland BC
• 5.2 Rubbish cleaning from the beach is collected by Copeland BC if it is left in binbags by the toilet
block
• 5.7 The repair to the wishing well seating has taken place

4.1
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• 5.10 Lamp post repair – manufacture still in progress
• 10.2 The yellow and black around it keeps being removed. The climbing frame will be removed
• 13.2 David Gray kept the village clear of rubbish as well as the beach
5.
5.1

5.2
5.3

To consider any Planning Issues
CH/4/17/2203/0F1 - Application to build 10 x 2 bed bungalows - This application has raised numerous
concerns in the parish. The access lane does not meet the current highway standard and the lack of
sighting when leaving this site is a H&S hazard. This is a single car access, with passing points. It is
over intensive building in a predominantly rural area. The area is subject to flooding and reducing
natural drainage will exacerbate this problem. The Parish Council do not consider this a brown field
site. Previous applications for a single construction have been refused – The Parish Council lodged its
concern and asked Copeland BC to refuse this application.
CH/4/17/2200/0F1 - St Cuthbert’s Church – Removal of Font to front of Church, re-positioning of rear
seating, WC & kitchenette installation – No objection.
CH/4/17/2197/0F1 - Front, Side & Rear Extension to Bungalow – No objection.

6.

Public Participation
A parishioner complained how concerns raised during the first planning application item about
vehicle headlights can be acknowledged as a problem, “but don’t give a tuppenny toss” for those
living opposite the car park. The Parish Council noted the comment made.
Q.1. How often is the CCTV footage checked on?
A.1. Only when a request is made.
Q.2. Why is the beach front amenity area (due to be upgraded) being called a beach park?
A.2. It is a community space, the play area itself is before Copeland planning committee for
permission for re-development of the community space.
Q.3. When does the Parish Council take over this?
A.3. On completion of the works.

7.

Guest Speaker – ACTion with communities in Cumbria Lorrainne Smyth
Community Emergency Planning, Community Led Planning and Neighbourhood Planning.

7.1

Whilst it is the responsibility of the Borough or the Town Council to set up refuges in the event of the
emergency, these are normally set up where the population is denser. Often the reality is outlying
less populated areas may become isolated. A plan to meet the specific needs of a small community
can often be achieved more effectively when it is implemented by that same community.
Local people know who the most vulnerable people are, what their specific needs are, i.e. elderly
and/or disabled people or families with babies and small children and where they live. A community
plan can include members from diverse groups, perhaps a scout leader, the church, community
leaders etc. Cllr L Mawson to contact local community groups. The pavilion or the sports hall could
be used in the event of an emergency, where the residents have had to leave their homes.
Designated co-ordinators who can check to make sure these vulnerable people are OK.
More information is set out in the Annex 1 - 4 at the end of the minutes, including a case study and
an example of a household emergency plan.
The ACTion group are not only helping with this but can also help local communities set up their
community plan. If you are interested in your group becoming involved in this please contact any of
the Parish Councillors or email the Parish Council at clerkseascalepc@gmail.com

7.2

The community led plan for the Parish referred to in item 7 is currently being created by Cllr Ashton
who is liaising with LLWR for funding.
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To avoid the loss of a library in Seascale, the Parish Council are in the process of applying to take on
and keep this asset for the local community and the ACTion group are also helping in this. Cllr
Eastwood, Cllr Goulding, Cllr D Halliday, Cllr Mawson and Cllr Moore to set up a working group. A
provisional meeting 26th July has been arranged.
Ms Smyth was thanked for the very interesting presentation.
8
8.1

8.2

9
9.1

9.2

Reports from the Councillors
Quotation received for the removal of the sand and weeds around the car park, kill the weeds around
the toilet block, the seafront including the castle, wishing well, war memorial (pressure clean) and
the sports hall. This is a one-off quote of £3,630.50. The Parish Council will look for further quotes.
The 2017-18 Open Space contract with Copeland BC is approximately £7,000 + VAT. There are
elements of this contract which are not being carried out and the play inspections were cancelled last
year, however are still listed. The clerk to contact Copeland why this is listed, when the contract ends
and what would be the quote for the next contract. Actioned
Finance
RFO balance read out reconciled Cash Book Balance of £45,597.83 for May with no outstanding
payments and the reconciled Cash Book balance of £49,923.43 for June with two outstanding
payments totalling £330.00.
Payments requests approved.

10
F&GP working Group
10.1 A recommendation the request from Gosforth Church for additional funding be reviewed at the next
APM.
10.2 Request from Gosforth Church for funding toward footpath repair. The Finance Groups’
recommendation is that this type of funding should be met by their own parish.
11
To consider matters pertaining to Parish Assets
11.1 Asset repair/replacement schedule to be set up in conjunction with the asset register. Once the group
have completed this, it will be submitted to the Council for recommendation.
12
To Consider relating to the Highway and Transport
12.1 The request to lower the mirror by the bridge has not been actioned. Clerk to contact Highways again
to request this is carried out. Actioned
12.2 Some of the pavements lowered/repaired. Cllr Moore could report this work is scheduled to be
carried out with the work being carried out in the Millom area, but did not have the specific dates
when this would be done.
12.3 Local Cllr Turner (in members of the public) was invited to provide some information on the progress
of Viking Way. The date of completion is dependent on the weather; however, the progress is going
well. A contracted bus is in service now. Sections of the road are being widened and elements repositioned up to the A595 to a crossing point which will have a multi-user crossing point. Highways
are considering the possibility of reducing the speed limit along sections of the A595, whilst this work
is carried out.
12.4 Cllr Goulding expressed disappointment regarding the progress of the community speed watch
programme. The training, once the Risk assessments and the equipment testing completed, will be
carried out by CPSO’s.
12.5 The County Council are weed spraying Japanese Knotweed; however, concern has been raised by a
LLWR representative regarding the levelling in the layby along Gosforth Road, where they are working
on the Viking Way construction which will disrupt the natural drainage system.

3

13
Correspondence
13.1 CALC asked if the Council are interested in the £17.00 Local Council Review publication. Clerk to
advise the Council are not taking up this offer. Actioned
13.2 CCC sent the details of the rates for Npower energy contracts.
13.3 Zurich have confirmed the changes to the assets covered by public liability and the additional coopted Cllr.
13.4 Zurich also asked for payment for the insurance cover. The clerk contacted them to confirm payment
had been made and cleared through the account in June. Zurich have now confirmed receipt.
13.5 Cumbria Constabulary local crime report for June:
• Report of a male driver driving toward a parishioner and her dogs
• A male found in possession of cannabis
• Shop lifter caught twice stealing from the Co-op
• Three reports of vehicle vandalism
• A parishioner experienced someone banging on their front door in the middle of the night
• Hedges cut out of season possibly affecting nesting birds (occurred in Drigg) a PCSO has been
allocated
• A male causing a nuisance in a public house
• Vehicle parked in front of a garage, was resolved between the two concerned
• A communication was handed out to the Cllrs for information
14
Urgent items raised by Councillors
14.1 Cllr K Mawson has been approached by numerous parishioners regarding concerns about the water
supply, causing kettles to ‘pop’. United Utilities have responded – the reason is because of the
reduction of water from Ennerdale and replaced with water from the Egremont boreholes. Cllr
Goulding has the contact details of the Ombudsman to make complaints to regarding this. There is a
meeting with representatives from UU on 12th July in Egremont (market hall?) and between 1st – 13th
July at the Beacon in Whitehaven. Between 1.00pm and 08.00pm at both venues on 13th July. Cllr
Moore to put this on Gosforth and Seascale Matters. The clerk to contact UU for a full explanation
why given the impact this change of water supply is having on households why Seascale is not using
the water from the Egremont boreholes. Actioned
14.2 Litter bins are full because a woman is using them once a week to dispose of her household rubbish.
14.3 Random rail strikes continue.
14.4 A bench close to the Drigg boundary has collapsed.
14.5 Cllr L Mawson reported the Council could purchase 4 benches for £900.00. It is a short-term offer. The
Council agreed to this. The total cost of this can be offset by contributions offered by two
parishioners. Cllr L Mason and the clerk to organise the order and purchase.
14.6 Cllr L Mawson reported the quotations for the replacement of the toilet block floor are in hand.
15

Dates of forthcoming Meeting
Full Meeting Wednesday 6th September
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ANNEX 1
ACTion CASE STUDY
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ANNEX 1
ACTion CASE STUDY cont

6

ANNEX 2
COMMUNITY EMERGENCY PLANNING
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ANNEX 2
EMERGENCY PLANNING cont
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ANNEX 3
COMMUNITY LED PLANNING & NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
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ANNEX 3
COMMUNITY LED PLANNING & NEIGHBOUR PLANNING cont.
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ANNEX 4
HOUSEHOLD EMERGENCY PLAN LIST BOOKLET P1 & 4

11

ANNEX 4
HOUSEHOLD EMERGENCY PLAN LIST BOOKLET P2 & 3
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