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Current Situation 
Due to the parking restrictions on Sellafield and Fellside, it is recognised that there has been an 

increase in parking within the surrounding areas of the sites, it has been recognised that more 

people are either meeting up to car share to work, cycling or using the train into Sellafield, all of 

which results in one or more cars being parked within the village. 

 Carpark is offered free of charge to everyone  

 The increase in the number of workers from Sellafield and other sites which use the 

beachfront carpark to leave their vehicles whilst they use alternative means to travel to 

work (car share, bicycle, train etc.), resulting in a reduction in the number of available spaces 

for others during the day (i.e. dog walkers and visitors). 

 SPC receives donation from Morgan Sindall of £12000 per year for 45 spaces for their 

employees although they could use the car park for free but felt they in turn wanted to help 

the local community.  The agreed understanding is that the donations are only for 

improvements within Seascale, which could be at risk due to continued harassment & abuse 

of their workers by residents. 

 The free carpark is also used by local residences, Tenants/roomers paying for temporary 

accommodation, businesses and employees (of local businesses and organisations)  

Future intention 

 Estimated that 24 vehicles would require residential/ business permits 

 Morgan Sindall contract requires 45 permits. 

 Total permit requirements would be 69 out of the 110 spaces available  

History: 

In 2006 Copeland Borough Council introduced car parking charges for use of the Beachfront car park, 

by way of pay and display machines, however these machines were continually vandalised. 

Following unrest with residents over the implemented arranged charges, Seascale Parish Council 

leased the car park from Copeland at an annual cost of £3000 per annum, with the intention of 

keeping the car park free to all users. To help cover this cost a slight increase was applied to 

residents’ council tax via the Parish precept and donations left in the donation box situated at the 

entrance to the carpark. 

Seascale Assets & Precept 

 For clarity purposes and to aid understanding of the Seascale Parish Council Precept, which has 

been mentioned on numerous occasions on Social Media sites, the following information identifies 

Seascale Parish Council Assets which have to be maintained and repaired, these costs are funded by 

some of the Parish precept.  
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Seascale Asset Register: Total value £767,406 

Item Description Value Basis of Valuation 

1 
Access driveway (from Whole House Road to Coniston 

Avenue playing field) 
£1 Nominal value 

2 Amenities Area (access to the Sports Hall) £1 Nominal value 

3 School Tarn (off Cross Lanes) £1 Nominal value 

4 Amenities Area(area around the Sports Hall)  £1 Nominal value 

5 The Dell (Village Green area) £1 Nominal value 

6 Coniston Avenue playing fields £1 Nominal value 

7 Wishing Well Noticeboard (on the foreshore) £5,457 As of 12/02/07 

8 Playground equipment (3 sites) £28,708 As of 12/02/07 

9 Assorted seating on the foreshore £4,138 As of 01/06/02 

10 Watering place (near Seascale How) £1 Nominal value 

11 Land at Whitriggs Bridge £1 Nominal value 

12 Sports Hall £436,560 As of 12/02/07 

13 Bowling Pavilion £218,280 As of 12/02/07 

14 Water Tower £27,285 As of 12/02/07 

15 Sports Hall equipment £8,275 As of 01/03/04 

16 Christmas lights £3,000 As of 01/03/04 

17 Soft Play and Bouncy Castle equipment £5,193 As of 01/12/05 

18 Bowling Green £30,000 Nominal value 

19 Office equipment £500 As of 06/09/14 

20 Car Park and Amenity Area (foreshore area)  £1 Nominal value 

21 BMX Track (liability only) £1 Nominal value 
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2016/17 Precept. 

As previously mentioned, each Parish and Town Council within Copeland is responsible for its own 

spending budget within the parish or town, this budget is more commonly referred to as the Parish 

Precept.  The total costs are divided between all the residential dwellings within the parish/ town. 

The following table below shows how the additional charges for 2016/ 17 have been added to the 

Council Tax for each resident within Seascale Parish to help towards maintaining Village assets. 

Carpark  

2014/15 Copeland Borough Council approached Seascale Parish Council and offered to transfer the 

asset (Beachfront carpark), as they were at that time shedding assets, had Seascale refused, then the 

car park would have gone out to tender.  

As a result the asset was transferred to Seascale Parish council in February 2015. Shortly after which, 

Seascale Parish Council was approached by Morgan Sindall who, after negotiations, offered to pay a 

donation to the Parish of £12,000 pa in exchange for the preferential use of 45 beachfront parking 

spaces, which makes up 40% of those available in the car park.  It was also agreed that there would 

be an option, if requested; to extend the initial agreed term. Seascale Parish Council accepted the 

offer from Morgan Sindall with two conditions, firstly that a contract was drawn up confirming the 

agreed terms and conditions and secondly, the allocated Morgan Sindall parking bays were clearly 

marked, at a cost payable by Morgan Sindall.  

Part of the agreement made stated that the money donated by Morgan Sindall, was done so under 

the agreement that it was to be used for improvements within Seascale.   

To date Morgan Sindall has paid to Seascale Parish £24,000 part of which has funded the repair and 

upkeep of the toilets, and the lights on the Seafront. This additional revenue has meant that no 

charges have been needed to be applied to cover the upkeep. It is also important to highlight that 

additional funding of £535 was also received in the five months, May to September 2016, from the 

honesty/ donation box located within the carpark. 

The Parish Council is aware of complaints that some residents have been harassing and abusing 

people, not only those from outside the Parish but also residents, of which have used the public 

beachfront carpark. These complaints have included drivers being confronted, photographed or 

being videoed whilst driving their vehicles, in an attempt to use as evidence of bad driving, in doing 

this it can distract drivers and create a dangerous situation.  

It has also been reported that vehicles have been vandalised whilst left unattended, not only is this, 

together with the above-mentioned, breaches of law, but also risk damaging the reputation of 

Seascale village. In regard to the breaches of law, Seascale Parish Council and local businesses have 

been approached by the Police to provide assistance to address the vandalism  

Parish 

Parish 

Total 

Precept 

Disb A 
Band 

A 

Band 

B 

Band 

C 

Band 

D 

Band 

 E 

Band 

 F 

Band 

G 

Band 

H 

Seascale £19,927.00 £18.34 £22.01 £25.67 £29.34 £33.01 £40.35 £47.68 £55.02 £66.02 
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Mini Buses 

Another issue relating to those users who frequent the beachfront car park and surrounding areas 

relates to mini buses, namely used by Morgan Sindall and Engenda, which pick up and drop off 

employees within the car park area between 6:30am and 8:30am in the morning and 5:30pm to 

6pm, also on occasions during the day, Monday to Friday.  The number of complaints has been in 

regard to the mini buses stopping in the car park as well as inconsiderate drivers. 

In the morning mini buses run a shuttle service, i.e. as one arrives, the other leaves. They park at the 

far end of the car park in an attempt to reduce the noise level. Complaints have been received 

regarding the a "peep peep" noise the reversing alarm makes ,and whilst the Highway code gives 

guidance on horns I can't find anything on general alarms such as reversing alarms or car alarms. 

The horn: Use only while your vehicle is moving and you need to warn other road users of your 

presence. Never sound your horn aggressively. You MUST NOT use your horn while stationary on the 

road when driving in a built up area between the hours of 11.30 pm and 7.00 am 

Taken from the guide lines of the Health and Safety Executive: 

Reversing alarms can be fitted:  
 

 These should be kept in working order. 
Audible alarms should be loud and distinct enough that they do not become part of the 
background noise. Where an audible alarm might not stand out from the background noise, 
flashing warning lights can be used. 

 
I have approached the companies involved and asked if the alarms can be turned off prior to 7am, 
they were unable to confirm if that was possible but would check if not I would request that they 
avoid as far as possible reversing prior to those times. 
 
As for using the car park to drop off or pick up passengers: 

 The Highways Agency is responsible for the stated parking restrictions and single yellow lines 

applicable to South Parade.  The signage states that single yellow lines, parking restrictions 

are in force from 8:30am to 7pm, with no other restrictions applicable.  

 As it is a single yellow line motorists who  carry out a pick up and drop of service, are within 

their rights to do so, Seascale Parish Council have no authority over the parking restrictions 

and therefore would require an application to the correct authorities to police or alter the 

restrictions.  For further information, please see Highway code ruling 238, excerpt below; 

 

Waiting restrictions indicated by yellow lines apply to the carriageway, 

pavement, and verge. A driver may stop to load or unload (unless there are also 

loading restrictions) or while passengers board or alight. (Highway code Rule 

238)  
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Way forward 

Due to repeated complaints, discussions are ongoing in regard to finding a suitable solution, which 

would also deter the main complaints around inconsiderate drivers that use the carpark on an all-

day basis.  Although nothing has been agreed or finalised, the following options are being 

considered: 

 Introduction of Self Ticketing (see below), parking restrictions within the Beachfront carpark to 

limit length of free car parking, i.e. free parking up to 4 to 6 hours by the use of time cards 

left on dash, with the aim to stop vehicles being left parked and unattended for the full day. 

 Introduction of car parking permits to local residents and businesses (area yet to be defined) 

so that they are not affected by the restrictions if they reside or work in an agreed vicinity of 

the car park.  

Please note: There is no intention to change current arrangements with existing permit holders 

(Morgan Sindall).  

Options 

1. Nothing changes car park remains as is. 

The original intention for the adoption of the lease for the car park was to ensure that residence and 

visitors were able to use the car park without charge, however circumstances change and as a result 

of a chance in policy Seascale Parish Council took on the car park as an asset. 

2. Pay & display  

Seascale Parish Council have NO intention at this time, and have NEVER stated that they had 

intended to introduce Pay and Display into the car park, despite rumours and misleading information 

which appears to be circulating and appearing on social media posts.   

The original intention for the adoption of the lease for the car park was to ensure that residence and 

visitors were able to use the car park without charge.  Together with the initial intent, the financial 

burden of operating such a system would offer little or no benefit to the residents of Seascale 

village, as well as having a detrimental effect on the local businesses.  To aid in the demonstration of 

how costly a pay and display system would be, below is an estimated cost from an enforcement 

company; 

 Estimated annual cost of running a pay as you go car park would be approximately £80,000 

per year.  

o Cost of installing Ticket Machines £1900 per machine  

o Cost of enforcing collection of fines if imposed – unknown.   

Estimated annual cost identified is about £500 per parking space per year, therefore 110 spaces 

would total £55,000 per year, plus Administration costs of £25,000 
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3. Self-Ticketing Service. 

As an alternative enforcement option offered by North West Parking Enforcement, this is a system 

which is low cost and non-confrontational. 

The introduction of restrictions would however incur some additional costs to the parish and require 

additional funding  

 Enforcement of restrictions would need to be handled by an accredited trade association 

company registered with the International Parking Community (IPC). They would take 

responsibility for the issue of parking fines and collection of fine payments for vehicles which 

are found to over stay, or prosecution of outstanding payments. They in turn receive all 

monies collected via fines.  

 The Parish council would have to provide the staff, paid or otherwise to carry out the 

monitoring on a regular basis and supply I phones. 

 Once a viable solution has been agreed by the council, new signage and car park notice 

boards will be required/ changed to reflect the new arrangements in advance of the 

implementation of the changes, estimated initially at £600.  
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Summary 

In summary, there are different options to be considered, both in relationship to the reputation of 

the village and the carpark.  Negativity on social media and bad behaviour will, if not already, have a 

detrimental effect on the village’s reputation. 

In regard to safety: 

 How can we stop this recent bout of vandalism experienced resulting in the damage to 

visitors vehicles? 

 Harassment of members of the public using the car park? - Police 

 The drivers who use the car park and drive too fast, as perceived by pedestrians? - Police 

In regard to the carpark 

 Do we do nothing and try and convince Sellafield to change its policy in the hope that they 

will build a park and ride carpark south as the have north? 

 If a vehicle is restricted from the carpark – where will the driver park? – Anywhere where 

there are no restrictions. 

 Does the Parish continue with the contract with Morgan Sindall and benefit from the 

donation of £12,000 p.a.? 

 If the contract is cancelled, will Seascale be prepared to identify savings or increased 

revenue to cover the loss of the £12,000 p.a.? 

 Without the monies raised from the use of the car park we as a council would not have been 

able to fund the following projects:- 

o  Refurbishment of beachfront lighting,  

o Play areas,  

o new fencing for cricket pitch,  

o refurbishment of toilets,  

o rewiring of the sports hall,  

o Christmas lights. 

Repairs are carried out all year within the last year some were budgeted for but some were not. 

Monies have been used to fund the upkeep of the assets we are so lucky to have and the council has 

not had to come cap in hand to Parishioners to ask for extra monies to help. 
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If the car park is to remain free to all users, 

 What restrictions would need to be implemented, to stop all day parking - is it or will it be a 

problem?  

 Improve the car park speeding - by installing speed bumps and speed signs. 

 How could the restrictions be enforced? 

 Depending on the type of restriction, how would it affect visitors & businesses? 

 Where would the funding for the restrictions come from, administration? 

 To run one scheme requires either reliable volunteers or paid staff – how would they be 

chosen? 

 

All reasonable suggestions submitted to the Parish Council,  

will be reviewed. 
 


